[Left renal vein hypertension syndrome].
[corrected] Left renal vein compression, causing retrograde hypertension, determines a syndrome characterized by the presence of hematuria, gonadal vein dilatation and varicocele. Being a rare cause of hematuria its aetiology is diverse but of precise characteristics. Diagnosis is not easy and treatment requires to rule out its precise aetiology and consider the intensity of the compression phenomenon because of interventionist attitudes have important implications and are not risk free. We report nine children, aged 8-15 years, presenting with hematuria of urologic characteristics. Diagnosis of left renal vein hypertension or nutcracker phenomenon was established through ultrasound (regular and doppler-ultrasound) and helical-TC performed in all, and left renal venography performed in six of them. Retroaortic renal vein was present in two cases, a varicose accessorial renal vein due to anomalous drainage in one and compression at the aortomesenteric space in six. Because of the symptoms severity therapeutic attitude was interventionist in two cases, performing an auto-transplantation in one, and endovascular stent placement al the level of the left renal vein compression in other. Diagnosis of this syndrome is not always easy because less invasive explorations usually show parameters that are difficult to distinguish from normality. Severity of clinical manifestations and therapeutic attitude are related with the presence of renal vein hyperpressure and collateral varicose circulation indicating the lack of compensation of a difficult drainage.